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To:  Chair, Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

CONSULTATION AND ENGAGEMENT PROCESS – 
BETHESDA STREET ACTIVE TRAVEL 
 
 

1.0 SUMMARY OF THE REPORT 
 
1.1 In direct response to public feedback following recent Council engagement activities, 

Scrutiny is keen to understand the Council’s current standard consultation approach 
and to explore the reasons why recent consultation has received a significant 
amount of public challenge 

 

2.0 RECOMMENDATION(S) 
 
2.1 That the committee receives the report and its content is noted and debated. 
 
 
 
 

3.0 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 
 
3.1 Creating a better environment along the Taff trail within Merthyr Tydfil consists of a 

shared route for pedestrians and cyclists running alongside Bethesda Street.   
 
3.2 The shared route will commence at the existing crossing near the Red Spice public 

house to its signalised junction with Swansea Road. This route will be extended in 
future years with improvements proposed from the Red Spice to the town centre, 
from the Mormon Church to the town centre and additionally west to the point where 
it becomes an off- road route again.  
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3.3 The scheme involves widening the existing footway and introducing a planted verge. 
The right turn lane and associated traffic islands will be removed which will 
significantly lower the current high speeds of traffic along the route. 

 

3.4 The lane widths of the carriageway will be reduced also to lower the speeds along 
this stretch of road.  The turning lanes at Bethesda will be reduced from three to two 
lanes again to minimise speeds of approaching traffic.  

 

3.5 Pedestrians and cyclists travelling along this route will have their safety enhanced 
and the environment improved. The mouth of the junction to Joseph Parry cottages 
will be realigned to improve safety for pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles alike. 

 
.  

4.0 WHERE WE WERE  
 
4.1 As part of this process, it was important to seek the views of local residents on the 

proposals for this new scheme and as a result of this, the following engagement 
activities were undertaken: 
 

4.2. 14th June – Press release and Survey on social media. The press release stated that 
there would be teams meeting on 28th June at 1.30pm and 6.30pm and that the 
survey would end on 2nd July. 

 

4.3      25th June – Letter drop to all houses in Chapel Banks and Chapel Row, letter       
     included plan and details of the Microsoft Team’s meetings. 

 
4.4 28th June – Two Microsoft Teams meeting sessions took place. 

 
4.5 14th July - Site visit with local elected members, Cllr Clive Jones, Cllr Chris Barry and 

Council officers, Chris Long, Alun Evans, Anouska Beaumont, Steve Beaumont, 
Beth Jones and a local resident from Chapel Banks. 

 
 

5 WHERE WE ARE NOW  
 
5.1 Following the meaningful engagement exercise recently carried out on the initial 

proposals for Active Travel improvements along Bethesda Street, the feedback has 
been considered and changes have been introduced to the scheme. 

 
5.2 The key issue raised was regard to the loss of the right- hand vehicular holding lane.  

 
5.3 Even though such a facility is not required on a highway of this nature, we have 

managed to amend the proposal to both include the desired active travel 
enhancements as well as retaining the holding lane. 
 

5.4 20 September – Letter drop to residents advising them of the changes to the 
scheme, the delay in getting this letter was we were still awaiting that we had been 
awarded to carry out the scheme. 

 
 
 
 



 

6 WHERE WE WANT TO BE  
 
6.1 The overall aim is to deliver a scheme which will enhance Active Travel for the 

benefit of the Public at large and residents to the area. 
 

7 WHAT WE NEED TO DO NEXT  
 
7.1       Now funding has been approved continue to deliver the scheme within the given  

      timescale by the end of the financial year.     
 

 

8.0 CONTRIBUTION TO WELLBEING OBJECTIVES 

8.1 The improvement activities identified in this report directly contribute to our wellbeing 
objective: 

 
8.2 Working Life 

(Community Regeneration/ Housing/Protection & Safety Services) 
 

People feel supported to develop the skills required to meet the needs of 
businesses, with a developing, safe infrastructure which makes Merthyr Tydfil an 
attractive destination. 

 
8.3 Environmental Wellbeing 

(Neighbourhood Services/Planning) 

Communities protect, enhance, and promote our environment and countryside. 

 
8.4 Living Well 

(Children’s & Adults Services) People are empowered to live independently within 
their communities, where they are safe and enjoy good physical and mental health. 

 

 
ALYN OWEN 
DEPUTY CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
 

COUNCILLOR ANDREW BARRY 
PORTFOLIO MEMBER FOR 

GOVERNANCE AND CORPORATE 
SERVICES 

 
 

BACKGROUND PAPERS 
Title of Document(s) Document(s) Date Document Location 

 
Engagement Feedback  

  
Communications and Engagement 

Office and Rights of Way Department 
 

 

Does the report contain any issue that may impact the Council’s 
Constitution?  
 

 

 


